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DAYTON, Ohio, May 5, 1983 -- The University of Dayton will reinstitute 
the tradition of a Founders Day celebration with events scheduled for Sunday, 
May 22. "UD is 133 years old and it's about time we make the history of our 
University live a little, " says Dick Ferguson, director of University 
Communications. 
The event is being planned for the people of the Dayton area, as well 
as for UD alumni, benefactors, students, faculty, and staff. Founders Day 
will feature horse-drawn wagons and walking tours of campus given by students 
and staff who are preparing specially for the occasion. The "founders" 6f 
UD, according to Ferguson, included Father Leo Meyer, who purchased John 
Stuart's Dewberry Farm in 1850; Brother Maximin Zehler, the first teacher; 
Brother Andrew Edel, the gardener ; and Brother Charles Schultz, the cook. 
Lawrence Butz, later mayor of Dayton, was the first to enroll in St. Mary's 
School for Boys, as the school was known in 1850. 
There are hundreds of interesting and inspiring stories to tel~ and 
we will i nclude many of these in our tours," says Ferguson. The wagon tours 
will last one half hour ; the walking tours one hour. Tours will leave every 
15 minutes from 12 noon until 3 p .m. from the John F. Kennedy Union plaza. 
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Complementinq the tours will be an extensive exhibit of photographs 
from the University Archives, various attractions such as a blacksmith and 
a spinner, entertainers, an old fashioned lemonade stand, ice cream parlor, 
and the premiere of a new University slide show entitled "A Tradition of 
Excellence." Most activities will be located in the Kennedy Union or plaza 
area. Parking is available on the University's A and B lots along Stewart 
Street near the main entrance to campus at Zehler Avenue. 
There is no admission charge. 
For further information, call University Communications at 229-3241. 
Media interested in advance tours, interviews, or examination of the historic 
photographs are invited to a briefing session on Friday, ~2y 13, 1983 at 
2 p.m. in st. Mary's Hall Room 422. 
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